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Cotstructiotr of bu* anl rJitch

The ditch ri'as broad and shallorr {i to im in rrrdrh. up rr, {J.)jf)m in depth), oi tr'-section u,ith

irregr-rlar hollou s running along lhe bort')m {Fl(;. +, .\ and 81. The brnk clnnor hale been separared
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Althouqh-.rn eutnination oi p.rnsh. tnrnorial lnrl hundred records irirs rcr ellccl nr; direct icfcrcnce

,, rhe sirr in qucrrir,n lor irtdct,.l i,r:rn,i L{iglrrtorrh (lircle). thc enclosLrrc ilr Strlrron lrrrk xppeirrs ro

i],, a r,,rn,.,l p:rrlrt rhc l.tntls li \darnilcSrrarr,;ninthethirtectrthccrtrurr..\clunrileSrrrttoncrme,ri

i"o,n;1' nf,i.f, h.r.l i,ucrr hr,l,iirt lrn.r in 5t|rn n br Lnrqht*r'r,r i,,r rr 'e,r.r tlrrcr,Ijr,r(rJri,, \ j

Durinc h,., ir,,t,:r:,'tr: trretr. usril he \rits tl:priled of his lrrnds .roJ offices irr 1189, he rdtlcrl

consrdcr.rblr r" hi' pr,rpunics Jt St.rtt{)n. of rrhich he becamc krrd oi rht rn:rnor in llli- as utll rs

xc0uiring th( lrrJllrrl r,l 5t\ (tlhrlnPt()n. lnronqst otlters. \ !rrgc punlllc_,'of nrrnorirl rccordr lronr lhis

Dcilel 'urt iv. irr th. Pr.rblr. Rr'u,rrJ ( )tri{ r'."
' lr,,,ar [,. signLticrnt rhJr thc n]aj{)rir\ oithc } [ighri'orth (]ircl* lie *irhin the tirrmer manors oi
Str,rmon .rntj Selenhirmpt,rtt. rr hich tirrrned a sinqle hokiintl fof m{)st r)l the thirtcenrh and irrurucenrh

cet rics. lt is surcir oo criinciciencc ml)re{)\er. thirt {)l the -}l rccor.lcLl circles. ilJ lie \\ithin the

Hundred oilligh\!orth. rrith t\\o rt i-atr{Jn (nos. I xndllinthcllundrcdoiCricklaiie.rndone just

,cross rhe l harnes at Dudlro\ e l",rn- (no. 'l{)) in rhe Gkruccsrershire i Iundred ol Bright$eil s Barrou,.

It is logicll thereibrc t<: lrxrk to thc mrnorial cuurt ancl hundred corrn rolls tirr-a cusftrm or agricultural

or:rcri(( $hr(h r.',rrLl irrgue.r ih. usE,,I sLrih cncl,,JUr'(s.
'.tlth,rughtha:-ri\nr'sP((th(r,:icrencelothccotrstructi()noruseoi'irnrtirrmofeerthcncnclosrrre in

the Court Rolls ril itt the .\ccounts :ro.i Surr evs, rhe (loLrrr Roils o[ Adanr de Srrrrrton s uano.r- lnd th€

Hundred Rr-rlls ol Highrrorrh' contd;n mln! t.,elcrences to inrpountiing oi strrr toinrall, rrr those

qrilzing illcgJll\ R B. Pugh n,,red rhlt uttachnrcnts oi bcasts rrcre nxrre c{)mmon in these nunors thln
in orh., c,,rrr rr,il. ul rhe i,lrE drte. lt is not clear r.r'hcther inrpounding oi belsts represent:i the same

pruredure is their dttilchmcnt. 1none inltance, thatof the man oi Ll igh ',rrrrrh ',rhose iirrtr, -eighr beasrs

tbund in ,r Setenhanrpr,rtt tield ucrc lrt,rchetl. it obr ioush does, iirr thcrc is a latcr retrence tothe
impounrling oi those l-'elsrs'.r ln soile clses thc bclsts ere impountlcd in the distrliner's orilate
propertl . is in thc t:t-sc l>ciirr,: .r hurrclleC crrr:rt ot' i li:'r rlherc tcn pius rr cre impouirded br' \\'illilrr oi
Blunsdon 'in curi,t jLiir rLilDnre nrurlto elc pctil ci r:roriiu'i(t et i,rnul cleusa Serrura .! lt is ciclr th,rt ihe
larqc litmllers oiireast:i ntcrtliortctl in:r,nre elsis uorrld r,:rlurre I prnrnrl ,,isonte size.'i h.rf ther, rvc,ul-l

tequire,rttentir)fl;rnci ieerlinu is shrrrr n lrr theellrrrvlnceoirrrobushcis,rfrnirecicorntorheorheldoi
imp,iunded arrinral: nreltioncrl in the .\ccorrnrq irr lllil--i."' .\ corutr oi cases ilr thr: maortrill rolls
sho\rs ihit ol+r5 rcti'rcnce-. io rutpoLinrlinq. I rctcr r,; bclsis. ll ro shecp. I ro l.;mbs, l6 to cetrle ol
lll cirisses. ,:nd rrne to J ,Jill'r. Io .lldiriort onc ts r chlrge of nrrr iiliinq the prLrii. ,,ile r,i lrretking ihe
Iord'sprrk{llil),artrl onro} rrllorrilq.drrlcrocnlerthcprrL'lorhchLlndreci r.olls piqsrncl horses in
adJrr r,,r, ,] r',: r r( rltlr,t ri. lrr'lpi,rind( L.

'l'he most usctirl rclcrr:nce. in r ierr of Jome tcrtllres oi the Circles discusscd bek;+. is that in the
hundred courts iirl i6rh \lav rri l-trh Julr l:i9rl \{hen ilenrr \\ride or. 1\lde is chargeri 'de
pondfirld.r (sul) lc.,lra rup". .,,,r,aun.n ptstllren) .

l)( X-L \ll.\-''l \R1 t-\ 1l)tr\( ll,.

l!./r,,r,/.trr.r.),i,11:1,(,rt11 R.llJ,,!ti\'\liltrht,\1,b,,.',t.\tla\tL,Sttxthlt.!1 lt.ll. llrrgh. \\ikr. ltr. Soc \\l\
'lh koll:,'i ll(burrbllobll t)-\,i'. eLi Ihg(irr l..rrr. l\ihr ltcc Srr. \\l ill.)/,6r. \\ll ttt)6ri, pariiu
(.utt R,JL. p t;.
It!{b.::att ltnlii Roirt, p. 4)
1,rrr ,?r./ \u:.,1r. p. i+-
lt\-- rtl ]1,-..1"..t 1?,/ ;'n ,'r '. .
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l'he escarttior ol rhe Stratton Park enclosure' lltht;ugh rrnprrxluctile oi hnds. has estrbli

answers to il numbet oi generll questiorls lbout the l{ighworth C ircles. ln the lirst place, the

likelr. date tirr the construction o[ the excar ated erlmple is the rhirteen

second place the absencc ofoccupation textures. the constntctirtrt oi the bank lnd internal ditch and

rh r)r fburteenth centurr'. [1

use\r'a\ across thc ditch all suggest thar it tirnctioned ls a s

I r.rould hale been locrted in the old gritund surface

st that this $ irs under cultir ation, but
hip of some orher Circles ro medier ll llnd-use

lie on prrsture bell een tuo tields. Nos. 22 to

period o[ open 6eld cultir ation. ii)

e proximin' ro open 6elds. -l'he 
Pl

n pasture, as did llenrr' \\ ride's pou

!.ross the ditch of 7 {Port Iarm) rhc- narroti entrance

.r,.j,raura. l'his elidence and the almost totil absence of Romano-British potterr.effectivelr dispose5

the suggestion of,\llen and Prtssmorel ' that the Circles are of RomantrBritish date. 'fheir sectioq
TH IS P.\PL.F

\o. 16, Hanningt)n suqgests that the d irch cut the Romano-British buildings; h.rd rheY eacalated
:con]piled b

brnk no doubr turther Rornan materia

rerv narro\\ entrlnce rvith oo ca

(see abole). iii) .\lthough there is a cause\tr,\

the Stratron Park example and of J7 1C-ommrr

trelds, leads into thc Circle. aod other erarrples

'parcus' reler to the saflre Structures

'\orman sherrls liom \o. l l ibund br ,\llen and Passmore'3 n{)\r aPpear more signilicaot
.\:chlt"lnui

Further evidcnce of date rnd poss ible function can be deduced iiom the '\llen lerial Photographs work on th(
rhe Ashmolean rnd Delizes \luseums In the Stratton Park ex:rmple narrorr post-Eoclosure ridge

produce
n0 ('tnerfurrou has destrr,r ed the eastern part. but broad rig strips were !ust discernibie abutting the south

oi rhe enclosure and cro be traced on the conrour Phn (Fl(i 2 ). The u eathered srate oI the pottery

lironmer

lnv rec()l

the old buried soil beneath the bank ma\'sugge tbr r period

short to produce discernible ridges. 1'he relations

be determincd lrlior rhe lerial phorogrrphs. \os. I ancl .l (Prirt [.rrmr) lie on grQund bearing no traces

ridge and firrorv, beside a tracksn leading to open 6eld strips some te* hundred metres norih. No.

orerlies an open 6eld; 7r to tl (,\shmead Br.rke)

(Screnhampron), 26 tr> ?ti (Common Farm), l0 tr-r 39 (Nortir Leaze) lie on Pasrure near lields. \os
and li lie on a headland as does \o. *0 (Dudgror.e). \o ,l I (Upper lnglesham), if a Circle. lies on

oarrorr headland betu een tields.
Clc,rrlr , although some r ariation is present, in general rhe tbllou'ing points mav be argued. i)
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the enclosures. 
-I'he gencral lack oi cause.r'als urruld bar rvheeled traiiic altogether

-I-he i97-c e\ca\arions at Strltton Park allo.r' us to identifv the dirte oi cons truction oi
est their use for impounding srcrck, as inplicrl itl the court casrernarkrble enciosures and to sugg

remains fbr turther research to establish !rhv such numbers of large pounds rvere built, some at

prir atelY ; *hat agriculrural practice made them necessarv , and *hether'pond tblda, 'delend
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tl\e remains o{ earlier painting. On the s()utll rvall ol the sante aisle

there ire other texts and tnces of earlier colour decoration.
The \r'ood\\,otii of the screerls is allnost elltircl-v pailrtcd, nlostl!' i11

rr:d and a gollel1 tellolv, but.t lrriled to obscrve attv tlaccs ol Pilinted
oIrlamelltation.

In ilre porcll abo(e the door\\,av, tbere is arl cighleerih (:erltllrv text,
:rrrrl irr the recess in the east l'--all considerable retnains of red colourilrij

\\'hilst thcre,loes not appear Lo be aty subject or lange of subjects,

sucll as onc nright ltave expecteal to f,nd on walls such as these, \\'hicll
h;rve becu so Iittle dzlmage.i, 1-et the survival r-rf so nruch of thc r-rrigiual

pLaster, sucir a rvealth .rf cobur, an(l lragnreDts ol pairltrDg ol variotts
(lates. together \vith such a l.Lrge r'al1ge ol post_rcforlnalion te\ts, coll'
trrbute io gi1-irlg an extraordiollr,v degree of ilterest to the $itlls arld

to the i[terior ol the church generallv. lt is advisirbl€]. irl m]' oPi[i(n1,
ihat all the extant colour decorirtion should be sougllt irr aDd L:arefullY
preser\,ed. Everv lrasment thus exPosed rvorrkl. I leci con\'illcecl help
io enhance the beauty of the building and intensity the iurpression of

*euuineness, rec€i1ed on enlering; Iittle or nothins ilPpears to ha\-e

beerl removed or maltreated, ilnd thus the evidence of its oc(uParlts, in
eacb suoceeding cerrturl-, creates a human and livilg inl(iresl \-hich
rrlded to the iulri .iic plcturesque appearance ol the interior, I1lillicj
Ingleshirm a rare alld aLnoit perfeat e-\am!1e ol alr Lr[spoilccL lingli:[
vill:rgc c[urch. ]j. \\- '1R1s1R\\r.

Au !a,r:then Circle a,t Sira,tton St ]l'Ia,rga,r-et8.
() IL X!I, -\.\\-- :i\ ioch On the toir of this sheei, is marhctl irs e

-.lrader.1 area. SLration Parh. Imlrecliatelr belot' and S. oi titis is

Strarton \\'harf, alongside the old l\:ilts and llelks Caniil. S.l-. ol the
jutl(:ln)u oi the \\-iiDl)orough-Stration road all''l the crniLl ii-' a gra:-'

licld ln 1\.hi.h labout urder the \\'. oi Slratton \\:hirrfl is arl cilrLhc:r

!ircle:jifiiililriotho,jedcsclLbe(iirlil'.-'1.J'1.,xlvii,p.tl+,Jnne, I:):Jr]. lljis
irr detiil exactl\'like lhose rtlread\' recoirfed and corsi\tr ol lr Loli
sitle banii \\rtlr a shailois but broad ilitch ir',;icie the bauli. lhore
i5 I1o trirce oi aL1 crltrarce. The E. part of dre circle is divi(led iloln tlc
ier[arnr]er- b\- a hedgero*_, this part llas been plollghed $itt but is still
rlainl,,. secI, thc renraindet is il1 fair conditiou but has been ultder thc
t)l.uqh. 1)ianretcr 3S(.1 iect over all, b;rrrli lllt. rvide anrl 1|lt higit
r-lre,i,tL:h lLiit. \\r.io.ru(L 2t1. d{.c!.

ln,\uIust, l{}:J5, a trerrrli lvai rlug rcrcsj the rlitch ,rn ihc S si(ir

irvilh tlic liin(l pr:rmissiotr ol llr. Eacotr) ard the ori8irlai bottolrr t\iti
lornd t\vo leot uircter the tu1[: no reLas sere four1.l. L]rerr s'attr
!Lllerl the ri\.rv:ltion u'hrch irad ro be ab.rndoned.

llll. ,:,rtl, , .rl- :1.,r.,t. rr,- .l|r'1f \. "r ll,e R)rrr'.'r rt,,rl"r' ''L
\\-rrb(rr,) gh rrnrl har,d it: ch;rrrcter not been knowIl it ftrighr vcr]' rltll
hlve l)ecn takcn for arl allrphitheatre attached to that placc, bY itrllrotre
n,rt IamiLiar ,lith s11ch renlains.

In an ear11, nu]11ber o{ this .1'logazl,ra the late l[r. \\'illiirm ]lotr-is
teL)ords serreral carthco circler \\,hich seem to have bee$ similar to thc

2 L2

rr a grev Sround,
Itar, two layers ol
parel1tly a border
biack letter te\t

1, arrd higher stitl.
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ill)o\,e, aj stan(liug in .-irr int[rn an.1 \- oi tlre Shrivcrlh n\
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Sionehenge IIumaD Markiugs of Ancient origiu'
't t," itl;tl"l;,, rli:rir'ol Octoltr lSlh' l9:ll'coniainia veIY illrpor''xlrl

.,',,,,,r,.',,, orr tllir irll)irrl. 'flle Pubiicatiorr ol thc ii!'t thxt lli' _\]e\

I',;'l , ,,, I 'r,rr\l "' rr 't" tr"'rl' t'In:tlLr '' - rri'r"lr trc l'. rqr.'' r lc 't

r.l.:,r 'r ' llrilr ','l ,r'r' ''l "11' '('"'F t" rll'' 
"' 

1 rc_r_eLI'"i " illL'l lrr r'(r

li",r,,"i i -ii""." itr :\l'cl)rir!, Producctl a letter iD a l'onLLnr p,per Irr)nl

iL, 
'r.,, 

r '.'. \1, I \l ,,,, I'.< \. '-'or'. u' Cl'sr"r'' r' rr'rli Iir'r

,,,, r , , 'i.'r 'r .' r' rl' Jlrjrrl ''rt nrr're tlr'rrl url" Jt llre 'lulrr-i rl

ir",,,ru,,,,-" (in this rhc tire'r eilitor ol the Il'ilhi;/' (iara1" llir' J I
.-l i- r .', . r:ll r,,,1 1,'p.rtt,,r 'rltlrurr'-l' ir '(" "r't (l 'l:l ll:
U,,,f,,' ',, 

r;r1 : t, lr r'r.''r''h('tr''rrl''r" ^''l\"ll': Ltli r'l'l'i tr:I

lf'',t, af"'." nrluliings 'Lre r:rrer-lrl lilll tlte l)r:ril(ljrrg of che mtrtrrtnrenL'

iLi,,ii. nlnA".n ,rrigiir hrrs 1r.e,1 p1')r'grL ii il'iil; '!tclt -11;rg ' i\' :lrjJ' Irr

,.,t,, ,;,,."ii, "i 
S"pi"mb' r:ll)th l1l;l+' )tr' \lirrLrl nn-nrcrcd tlxir ile. rii''i

;,,t;;i;, ;,, rl," r'rr,-,,1e,,r rrrlrkil{s 'llILr editor rhen aslicd lL \[arrtr

,;.";.i;,i.^',t,l* ol tlre nrrrr-hs rriich he (lirl rcler io' Jlr' \[arrrr s{]rri

i".., -",,,t*r *li,i.f, 'r.',t' 
rtPt.o(lucerl ii tl\e (;aizlte ol O'tober :}5ilr'

, ' ' ,,,'"" I lr" rrr-' ''l 
-'r ''l' 'l':'1" I tl'-v' "r' 1r''' lL rrr-l ^r rrrr'

t.,:L ,, .,r-l tr :. l- i\ "r" "r'lirr]l- 
''

l:,,,,,;;i,;iri,,..,',,rr'ilo;hcaieiulltLlra\\'trto:''iiric5t,rl)aLiircrc'orrl i

l,,i ,r,, ,1,i,.iil1,,. iti 1:,' tlrc l:ri!ct pc;irr.)" t'i tL'r rrlirrliinli' llr' lLLrr:r

,l ,-.-"ii,;,ir;irirr:i rrlri, 1r I :crri to r'.'rt:r;r' :L'-ru;ri s"'l(i coltl:

, L" l'l - ,r'. ,'''" l',J" '' ' '- ' 'l t l-" 
t.

', i,r ,.., ,', r,L.('jlru:'"' r:' '1'r'r """"t 
ri"' r(rt$ I

; . ' ' " ';' ;"'l 'r' ': "':' 
r""i:""' l''" "tt't''tt "

i]i;, .;'1,;i',,;,,',i",r.1''' t'r rlrc ielt i)r:r': !)lrl'. ii srrrilt ctrl''r.iLrlii.q rr'

,,,",,",,,," (,i 1i)e tii,:r Dl !lrc 5!1)rtl' Lh':rr: is r iitrrri) oi l; c |i ('i1i (Jrr

"' ", 
;i, ,"".r { !:. ')l ilri) tall l)lLrc i"t)rr'r'r'itllrcrcrlrnrhri:i'1;r r'Isliqhtlr

.,r''lr,i t.l\ ' ",' 
( 1. 'i''L ''1" ''" r' rr'"1 r' " '

.: :i,,r': I ,,i'",,.r "tr"rrlc rjr:r rrtr" f '|llc" 
"'rrr'r 't-rE $rr: lun'

'.,i ,,.. 'i'r',1,,1,'.^'1 '':''n"' tlrc j'rll'Ir rL'rrrir('r'l i 'Irlr"r'
,'\ ,;;,. ;-',-.,r 'r'tr'.(''r'rerr. rrtI-e-r tr"or irrr' r'

r ., ..r ,., ..r.. . . I 
' | , 

' : l r : i r r - , r o\\' .irrDlrIlt'', f- t,:' ' '

!.,( rrrr 1,.: ' : .''. l '"i:'- r"l'rrL:-

,,1":]',.". "i,,:i; .i'",r":L"ris' sir"ii"r ':i::"irr;: i. lriitirin' lrr:iar.l rrr i

I urLr!)t lrrrllrtr Ln'rLrl' '

"ii,'tr, r,',,' -',"-l'' "'' 
r"rui'!< t"r:LL Il ''r'' (i H l:''r'\rr:t -'r'l

Ia.'i'i."".., '-..''"1 
t'''i''r'l j''"rrr'(rrr" "Lr u'r)LLr,ltrlr l'13i r'

;,.,, ' rrrll! r. rr"'l rr ' r"r -' -:""r 'l o "r'l "r lr" r-'lrc ' '

i"a,,.'..2nt:f, il,.1 t*1'"tt 'r- lolLo\\'-r ' -- ' \\'e fi'rtcr'l dre nlonurtterli

,',,, , '', .;,...,, i '', 
iL" '1") l:,iJ ii' ,; "'rtl.i\ :';Lr:.r'l;i:.il

oiiLLurrrttl tlLe 51un(i jpc(Lht'rl r'1'_r


